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Oyster Harbor Citizens Association 
PO Box 3174 

Annapolis, MD 21403 
410-280-8999 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 
8 am – 2 pm 
 
Newsletter: 
Calvin Kidd, Chairman of the Board 
Eric Epstein, President, OHCA 
Joan Shifflett, Editor 
 
Direct comments to Nick Jones: 
manager@oysterharbor.org 
 
Contents of this newsletter posted on the OHCA 
website: www.oysterharbor.org 

 

 
Winter 2016

 
President’s Report 
 

So the weather outside is not quite that 
frightful, but as I just returned from a Bahamas 
vacation, it’s a bit more chilly than I’d like.  As 
everyone gathers for family events at the end of the 
year, I think it’s a good time to say thank you to all 
the people in the Community who have done so 
much over the last twelve months. 

There are quite a few Community residents 
who have worked very hard to make Oyster Harbor 
an even better place to live and play.  Bonnie, 
Dianna, Jason, Lauren, and Lee have done a huge 
amount of work for social events.  Many others have 
assisted as well, and I am sorry if I missed your 
names here.  Jason, Izaac and Joe have helped 
prepare for those events, and also built an incredible 
circuit exercise course, climbing ropes, climbing wall 
and began raising the pier at Fishing Creek. We’ve 
even had our local UPS drivers cooking at the Oyster 
Roast, as they think we have a great community. 

Our Board has allowed us to take some risks 
in hiring young people in the community to do intern 
work in construction, web sites, surveying, and 
database management. Our Committee Chairs have 
kept things organized, and our treasurers have 
managed to ensure all this chaos was accounted for 
and paid properly.  Our Treasurers, Patty and Naomi, 
are owed a huge thanks for all the extra work in 
managing so many small bi-monthly checks this year. 

The cohesiveness and smooth interaction of 
so many people has been quite incredible to 
witness.  With all this said, and with so many projects 
that happened this year, I am even more amazed to 
say that we accomplished these projects at far less 
cost than if we had paid commercial service 
companies to do it.  That’s a lot for all of us to be 
proud of as 2015 comes to an end. 

2016 will not be as energy filled, but we do 
have some more projects in mind. For the most 
current list, please refer to the online Board meeting 
Agenda & President’s reports, or the Board meeting 
minutes, once they are approved and posted online. 

One big upcoming event that everyone in 
Oyster Harbor can help with in 2016 is to come to St 
Anne’s School on January 19th and vote for the 
new budget.  One of the County requirements is for  

 
Oyster Harbor to have a quorum before the end of 
January to approve the budget for the next fiscal 
year.  Each year, I am embarrassed to say, we end 
up calling people to come and vote, so that we can 
get enough people to meet the quorum requirements. 

As for the cold and snow to come – we will 
have blast emails and Facebook posts to keep 
everyone up-to-date on snow plows, ice treatments 
and pending bad weather. 

Again, my deepest thanks to everyone who 
has aided this year in raising the bar on the quality of 
life in our little Community.  Oyster Harbor will 
remember this year in its records as a great year of 
Community events and huge progress in community 
improvements. 

Happy New Year and best wishes to 
everyone for a safe and happy, 
 
Eric Epstein 
President 
Oyster Harbor Citizens Association 
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Save the Date 
 
OHCA Community Mtg. 
Budget Vote! 
Jan. 19, 7:30-9 pm 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd 
      

 
 

OFFICERS 
President   Eric Epstein 
Vice President   Kathy Burk  
Recording Secretary  Lisette Groen 
Corresponding Secretary Joan Shifflett 
Association Treasurer  Naomi Perry  
Financial Secretary  Caytie Matta 
Special Tax Treasurer  Patty Jenkins 
 

 
  

Santa Visit and Toy Drive 
Oyster Harbor Beach  
12/13/15  
 
The Santa Visit and Toy Drive is going to be held 
on Sunday December 13th on our beach. There will 
be cookies and hot cocoa. Santa will be arriving 
at 4:45pm. We are asking our community to please 
bring a toy to the beach for the needy children in our 
area as well. Caroling will follow. 
 
See you there! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Beach Committee Report 
 

Another summer has drawn to a close at 
OHCA’s Beach, with residents continuing to use the 
beach more each year than the previous one.  The 
port-a-potty by the beach gate is gone until May 2016 
while the jellyfish net—which has not seen many sea 
nettles these past two years—will stay in the water all 
winter.  We continue to experience problems with 
Bay pollution and algae growth that gets so heavy it 
pulls the float lines under water despite four times the 
usual number of floats (consider joining the fight to 
clean the Bay).  Please remember to keep your 
children away from the jellyfish nets and pilings, 
which have splinters, critters, and other hidden 
hazards. 
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OHCA continues to gets its beach water 
tested for bacteria (Enterococci) each summer by the 
County’s Department of Health (DoH) and Anne 
Arundel Community College’s Operation Clearwater 
(AACC).  The EPA considers bacteria levels below 
105 safe for swimming, and this year we registered 
three high readings from Anne Arundel Community 
College’s Operation Clearwater, likely due to geese 
feces and/or heavy rain. ** Anne Arundel County’s 
Department of Health reported no readings above the 
safe bacteria level of 104, and posted no health 
advisories for OHCA’s swimming areas in 2015. 
 

Please continue to chase Canada Geese 
off the beach year-round—we do not want them to 
get used to staying on OHCA’s beach at any time.  
Bacteria in the water and droppings in the sand 
where our children play are also one of the reasons 
why dogs and other pets are not permitted on 
OHCA’s beach.  Small waterfowl (ducks, terns, 
seagulls and the occasional osprey on our fishing 
pier) are fine and should not be disturbed. 

 
 

There were more than 40 private parties at 
our beach this year, and most were well below the 
maximum of 50 with only a few complaints registered 
about trash, noise, or parking.  Our community beach 
works best when used for small family gatherings and 
celebrations, or as a venue for concerts organized by 
OHCA (such as Johnnie Steele or Orlando Phillips) 
where people can walk—not drive—to the beach.  
OHCA’s beach does NOT work as a substitute for a 
public hall where you might want people to dance, 
have amplified music, or drive in by the dozens only 
to find no legal parking.  Please continue to work with 
your out-of-town guests to ensure that they do not 
park on OHCA’s streets—the only legal street parking 
is along the east side of Shore, at the boat ramp and 
community pier along Washington, and the 
community parking lot at Harbor and Creek—not the 
west side of Shore or anywhere along Howard, Ellis, 
and Washington.  Thank you for your continued 
vigilance and for reporting illegal parking. 
 

An ongoing issue at OHCA’s beach is 
fireworks—they are NOT permitted on community 
property unless organized by the community, but 
well-intentioned residents continue to set them off at 
the beach each July 4 weekend.  Some of the 

displays involved rockets and roman candles which 
can—and do—misfire, damaging the gazebos, 
nearby kayaks, personal property, and threatening to 
set neighborhood houses on fire.  In addition to being 
prohibited by the community, large firework displays 
require county permits.  If you cannot set off your 
fireworks in your own backyard, they are probably too 
big and pose a danger to your neighbors and public 
safety.  In 2016, please observe the posted signs at 
the beach prohibiting fireworks. 

 

 
 

In anticipation of duck hunting season this 
winter (circa December 15, 2015– January 30, 2016), 
note that OHCA has reserved with state authorities 
all hunting rights within 250 yards of our beach.  
Community property runs from the sewer pumping 
station to the fishing pier, so there should be no one 
shooting from boats close to our shore.  If you see 
anyone discharging guns near the rip rap 
breakwaters or fishing pier, call Maryland’s Natural 
Resources Police at 410-260-8880 to complain: they 
will dispatch a police boat to investigate. 
 

If you need to acquire or replace beach gate 
keys, please contact our Community Manager, 
Nicolas Jones, at (410) 280-8999 or 
manager@oysterharbor.org.  The Beach Committee 
does not stock replacements. 

 
Wishing everyone an enjoyable Holiday 

Season and a safe 2016. 
 
 
Dan Craig 
Chairman, OHCA Beach Committee 
November 30, 2015 
  

** OHCA gets its beach water tested for 
bacteria (Enterococci) each summer by the County’s 
Department of Health (DoH) and Anne Arundel 
Community College’s Operation Clearwater (AACC).  
The EPA considers bacteria levels below 105 safe for 
swimming.  In 2015, Oyster Harbor had counts 
ranging from 1 to 64 between May 21 and September 
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1, with three outliers of 328 on May 21, 462 on July 8, 
and 176 on August 19 (all AACC)—almost certainly 
due to goose droppings.  DoH tends to sample in 
deeper water and their readings this summer were 
between 1 and 25, including 25 on July 8 and 1 on 
August 19 when AACC readings ran high.  Note that 
Anne Arundel County has a standing 48-hour “no 
swim” advisory after any rainfall of one-half inch or 
more because heavy rain flushes organic waste into 
the water. 
 

You may check Oyster Harbor and other 
community test results at: 

• https://ola2.aacc.edu/tldomanski/Clearwater2
015.html for AACC’s Operation Clearwater, 
and  

• http://aahealth.org/programs/env-hlth/rec-
water/reportsfor the County Department of 
Health’s Water Quality Reports. 

  
Piers & Harbors  
 

As we prepare for the end of the boating 
season and prepare boats for their winter hibernation, 
please keep in mind that any boats left in the water may 
be subject to freezing temperatures, extreme tide 
changes and frozen creeks.  Proper winterization and 
preparation—whether your boat is on land or in the 
water—is crucial to extending the life of your boat.  We 
will be in contact with everyone about slip lease 
renewals that take effect May 1st.  

Now is the time to get on the wait list if you 
would like to rent a community slip.  Currently there is a 
wait list for larger boats, but some slip opening for 17' 
and under boats. 

We hope to continue work on Fishing Creek 
pier into part of the winter, then pick up again in the 
springtime. We will be upgrading our Piers and Harbors 
page on our website to include projects and statuses. 
Check out http://www.oysterharbor.org/piers-harbors-
committee/ in February for these changes. 

We wish everyone a warm and safe winter 
anticipating another great season of boating on the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
The Three OHCA Piers 
Oyster Harbor provides three locations for boats to 
be launched, stored, and moored within the 
community: 1) Fishing Creek road, 2) Washington 
Avenue Ramp, and 3) Booker Road Pier. Slip 
space is available as a one year lease, for the cost of 
$2 per foot per month ($24/foot/yr). Floating Dock 
Dinghy spaces are available at $144 per year for 
dinks or small kayaks or sailboats that can fit in 
them. Dry Dinghy storage is available on a first come, 
first served basis – with all boats in the racks required 

to have OHCA stickers on them. Stickers can be 
obtained by contacting the Community Manager at 
manager@oysterharbor.org. 
Dinghy and boat launching can be done at all three 
locations for small boats, and at only the Washington 
Street Ramp (Pier 2) for boats on trailers. 
 
OHCA Slip Space 
Currently Oyster Harbor offers 34 slips, and 11 
floating dock spaces for lease. These slips are 
intended for small boats to enable Community 
residents to take advantage of the local waters 
around the Community. 
 
About 10 slips can accommodate boats that draw 
about 3 feet of water, the rest are for smaller boats, 
17' or less and requiring 3 feet or less water depth. 

 
Natural Christmas Tree  
Recycling Tips 
 
Once the holidays are over and you are taking down 
your decorations, please keep the following in mind 
as requested by Anne Arundel Waste Management 
Services. 
 

• Natural garland, wreaths, and Christmas 
trees are yard waste and will be picked up at 
curbside. They are chipped into mulch, a 
valuable soil covering.  

• Please remove tree stand, tree bags, metal 
ornament hangers, and all decorations. Cut 
trees over 4 feet in half so that the tree will fit 
into the contractor’s truck. 

• Natural garland, wreaths, and Christmas 
trees will be collected on your regular 
recycling day. 

• Put your natural garland, wreaths, and 
Christmas trees at the curb before 6:00 am 
on you normal recycling day or bring your 
items to any of the convenience centers 
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Reminder: Parking is Prohibited on 
OHCA Streets 
 
OHCA would like to remind everyone that parking is 
prohibited on all OHCA streets. There is a very 
important reason behind this. Our streets are narrow, 
and we must be able to provide access for 
emergency response vehicles at all times. This 
regulation is stated in the Beach Marina & Parking 
Rules online, and the community will be enforcing 
this rule.  
 
If you see a car illegally parked, you can print off a 
warning notice from the community website under 
Our Community/Rules and Regulations to place 
on the windshield, or you can complete an online 
Rules Violation report on the community website 
under Our Community.  A car parked on an OHCA 
street could make the difference between a life and 
death situation. For the safety of everyone in our 
community, please do NOT park on community 
streets.   
 
 
 
OHCA Car Stickers 
 

Show your Oyster Harbor community 
pride by displaying an OHCA decal 
on your vehicle. The decals are non-
permanent and should be placed in 

the lower left hand side of rear window. They serve a 
few important purposes: 
 

• To help maintain security at our community 
beaches and piers by alerting security guards 
to community vs. non-community cars. 

• To help Block Captains monitor community 
parking lots and alert residents if cars need 
to be moved. 

• To show the rest of Annapolis our Oyster 
Harbor community pride!  

If you did not receive a sticker, contact Nick Jones at 
410-280-8999 or manager@oysterharbor.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay Connected in OHCA 
 

No matter how you like to receive your 
information, there are many ways to connect with the 
latest OHCA news, discussions, & updates including: 
 
 

 Community Meetings 
General community meetings held on the fourth 
Tuesday of certain months from 7:30 - 9 pm at 
St. Anne’s Day School, right down the street from 
Oyster Harbor. The meetings review community 
business and provide opportunities for residents 
to cast their votes on specific initiatives. Meetings 
will be held on the following months in 2015: 
January, February, March, April, May, 
September, and November. 

 
 Quarterly Newsletters 

Hard copy newsletters mailed to residents on a 
seasonal quarterly basis on March 1, June 1, 
September 1, and December 1. 

 
 Have You Liked Us on Facebook? 

Are you a Facebook user?  If so, join the Oyster 
Harbor Community page and see what is going 
on, recommendations from neighbors, items for 
sale, items needed, lost pets, and event 
happenings, among other things.  Another great 
source of information!  

 
 Are You Getting the OHCA Email Blasts? 

Keep up to date on what is going on in OHCA 
and in the community.  Visit the OHCA website at 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/ and click the link 
from the homepage to sign-up.  Don’t miss out on 
another fun event or important information ever 
again! 

 
 OHCA Website  

If you haven’t checked it out yet, visit 
www.oysterharbor.org.  We have a new website 
that we think will be easy to navigate and provide 
the information that you need.  We are constantly 
making updates and tweaking things, so if there 
is something you would like to see or a piece of 
information you don’t see, please e-mail Nick 
Jones at manager@oysterharbor.org and we’ll 
see what we can do to add it. 
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Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be. 
 

All of us can recycle. More. 
 
Recent surveys at the landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. Recycling 
makes good environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, reduce pollution, save 
money and take better care of our environment. 
 
You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing it in the recycling container or 
throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work, and on the go. 
 

Make the right decision: Recycle! 
 
P.S. – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online. 
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