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Newsletter: 
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Spring 2015

President’s Report 
 

All of you are probably in a like mindset with 
me, hoping Spring will come quickly this year.  This is 
always a time to think about Spring projects and the 
coming events for Oyster Harbor.  This year we hope 
to focus on adding more social events and getting 
into the finer details of Community improvements. 

Oyster Harbor is planning a variety 
of Community events this year.  The Social 
Committee has worked hard to get a final list in time 
for this newsletter.  As always, all events will also be 
posted on the Community website. 

As for projects, we have completed a long list 
of major improvements to the Community over the 
last four years.  From repaving all the roads, to 
completely replacing the Oyster Creek Channel 
bulkheads, to getting flooding under control, these 
projects have taken a great deal of effort and 
coordination.  Last year we also started some 
smaller, more detailed improvements to the 
Community.  My hope is to continue to fine-tune 
Community improvements to make our Community 
prettier and more functional for residents. 

We will continue to improve the beach, build 
a circuit exercise course, do a lot of clean-up work on 
swales, remove overhanging branches, and add 
more plants.  We are currently building a list, and 
would like to ask the residents to submit ideas where 
a small improvement can add to the overall beauty of 
Oyster Harbor. Suggestions can be submitted 
anytime on our website at: 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/suggestion-form/. 

Likewise, if you see something that needs to 
be fixed, the form is located at: 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/damage-report-form/. 

We hope to see everyone at the Community 
social events, and to hear from those of you with 
ideas for improvements. My thanks to all the 
Committees and to our Board of Directors for all of 
your support. Without all of you, Oyster Harbor would 
not be the great place it is to live. 

We wish everyone in our Community a 
wonderful, safe, and happy Spring.  Hope to see you 
at the annual Sock Burning on March 20

th
. 

Sincerely, 
Eric Epstein 
OHCA President 
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Save the Date 
 
Thursday, March 12, 7-9 pm 
OHCA Board Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 

Thursday, March 20, 6-7 pm 
Sock-burning Happy Hour! 
OHCA Beach 
Shore Drive 
 

Tuesday, March 24, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA Association Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 

Tuesday, April 28, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA Association Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 

Thursday, May 14, 7-9 pm 
OHCA Board Meeting 
Location TBD 
 

Tuesday, May 26, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA Association Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 

 
Social Committee  
 

Committee Co-Chairs: Bonnie Harrison & Lauren 
Swinney 
 

We have a broad range of activities planned 
for the Community in 2015. This year we will try to 
cover a variety of options to appeal to as many 
people as possible. 

 
2015 Oyster Harbor 

Social Events Calendar 

Recurring Events  
(June 1st to Sept 30th 2015) 

Yappy Hour* 
Thursdays at Fishing Creek Park from 5:30pm to 
8pm.  Bring your dog(s), so you and they can 
socialize in the park (and on the water for water 
dogs). 

Happy Hour 
Fridays at the Beach from 5:30pm to 8pm. Bring a 
drink, a snack, or whatever you’d like and socialize 
with friends.  Open to all ages, but no pets on the 
beach please. 

Community Group Exercise 
We are working on building an exercise Circuit 
Course through the Community.  Once things are in 
place, we will plan dates and times for group 
exercise. 

 
 
 
Planned Events Calendar  
(March to November 2015) 

Sock Burning 
3/20 Sock burning on the Beach at 6pm 

An Annapolis tradition is burning socks 
during the Spring Equinox to help usher in the warm 
weather.  We will be combining ours with 
the Florence Sock Drive (bring a new pair of socks to 
donate to those in need in honor of Florence, the 
service dog in training). Of course it’s tradition that 
you burn the socks you are wearing, so be sure it's 
an old pair. Preferably, please bring cotton socks only 
for burning as the synthetic socks release chemicals 
into the air.   

Easter Egg Hunt 
4/5 Easter Egg Hunt, Fishing Creek at 2pm 

Carrying on an Oyster Harbor Easter 
tradition, we will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt for 
kids at the Fishing Creek Park.  More details will be 
provided as we get closer to the event. 

Beach Opening Party and Pig Roast 
6/7 Party on the Beach at 12pm 

The opening of the Beach at Oyster Harbor is 
a tradition as old as our Community.  Since the 
1950s, volunteers would dig a pit and cook a pig - 
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standing watch over the fire throughout the night. In 
recent years we have been fortunate to have Orlando 
Philips play at the Beach Opening party. This year we 
plan to bring back the Pig Roast aspect and have the 
party from noon to 5pm, with live music played by 
Orlando until 3pm. More details will be provided  as 
we get closer to the event. 

Community Block Party 
7/25 Block Party at Fishing Creek, Beach, and 
Playground  

More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 

Summer Concert on the Beach 
8/15 Summer Concert at the Beach 

More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 

Oyster Roast 
9/26 at Fishing Creek Park 

Following last year’s big success, we are 
planning our second Oyster Roast at Fishing Creek 
Park to celebrate the coming of Autumn.  We will be 
catering pulled pork and other food, along with raw 
and roasted oysters. Drinks are also provided.  
Residents are asked to bring a small side dish or 
dessert to share. More details will be provided as we 
get closer to the event. 

Haunted Beach Party 
10/24 Haunted Beach Party at the Beach 

More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 

Chili Cook Off and Bonfire 
11/7 Chili Cook-Off and Bonfire at Fishing Creek 

This will be our first Chili Cook-Off. More 
details will be provided as we get closer to the event.  

Santa Run/Caroling 
12/13 Santa Run/Caroling at the Beach 

More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 

Holiday Light Contest 
12/27 Holiday Light Contest 

More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 
 
 
 
Some Notes on Community Events 
 

All Community events are free to residents of 
the Community.  You may bring guests, but we ask 
that you limit the number as food, drink, and space 
are planned for Residents only. Use of any 

Community property, whether during an event or at 
any other time, is at your own risk.  We do not 
maintain life guards or safety staff at any location.  

Parents are responsible for the safety and 
actions of their children. We ask that everyone work 
to keep safe in their activities in the Community. 
While alcohol consumption is not restricted on 
Community Property, Oyster Harbor does not 
endorse or encourage its use. Please limit smoking 
away from other people and use proper receptacles 
for disposal.  Please recycle and put trash in proper 
containers. 

All events are outdoors and will occur 
“weather permitting.”  Rain dates may be possible 
and if so, will be posted on the website at: 
www.Oysterharbor.org. Please dress appropriately 
for the weather. 
 
* The Fishing Creek park, behind the ropes, is a 
designated a dog play area.  Dogs may be off 
leashes in that area only.  The following rules apply 
for off-leash dogs: Dogs should be up-to-date on all 
immunizations, be known to be social with other 
dogs, and be obedient to their masters’ call. If you 
are not sure if you dog will behave well in this 
environment, please take your dog to the dog park at 
Hillsmere and acquaint your dog to this type of 
environment. Oyster Harbor is supplying this play 
area at the request of residents.  The Community is 
in no way responsible for human or animal behavior, 
conflicts, or disobedient dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Beach opening 
Party & pig roast 

June 7, 12pm 

http://www.oysterharbor.org/
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Piers & Harbors 
  

Committee Chairperson: Eric Epstein 
 

Winter Recap 
Supposedly Spring is just around the corner.  

Last year it took its time arriving. Hopefully this year it 
will come early, as I have a lot of repairs and projects 
to do on the piers. 
           This winter brought a lot of ice.  Sheets of ice 
on the Bay moved our channel markers around at the 
Mouth of Oyster Creek Channel.  Once it’s possible 
to get a boat out there, we will figure out how to move 
them back in place. 
          We will be replacing all the piling caps on the 
docks this Spring to protect the pilings from water 
entering through the tops and causing rot. 
          We hope to add a few small slips for weekend 
tie-ups.  We know there are residents who keep their 
boats on trailers or at other marinas, but occasionally 
would like a place to tie up for the weekend. Once we 
have these planned out, I'll send an update. Keep in 
mind the slips will be very shallow, and at best, only 
accommodate under 17' boats. 
          We will be adding a small floating dock with a 
ramp at Booker to launch kayaks and paddle boards. 
 The larger dock is still at the end and has spaces 
available to rent for small boat storage.  We moved 
the other dock to Fishing Creek, where hopefully it 
will serve as our Community Sailing Club boat dock. 
 The Community acquired two laser sailboats this fall. 
Both will be cleaned up and made available to 
residents.  We are still researching insurance liability, 
necessary release forms, and such.  I'll have an 
update later this Spring on all of that. 
          If you notice any boards missing or rotting on 
the docks, please use our webform to report it: 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/damage-report-form/. 

 
 

Slip leases 
It’s that time of the year for renewing slip 

leases.  We lease slips from May 1
st
 to April 30

th
 each 

year.  If you have a current slip and wish to renew it, 
please let me know by emailing me at: 
harbormaster@oysterharbor.org.   
Knowing in advance makes it much easier for me to 
plan.  I'll be sending emails to all slip holders shortly 
as a reminder. 

          Are you looking for a slip?  We lease slips for 
$24/foot/year.  We have a waiting list for larger boats 
(above 17'), and for Fishing Creek slips.  We have a 
couple slips available at Booker for smaller boats. 
           You can fill out a Slip Request Form on the 
website at: http://www.oysterharbor.org/slip-request-
form/ for one of the small slips or to get on the waiting 
list for a larger one. 
          Once I have responses back from current slip 
holders, I will start contacting those on the waiting list 
in the order they have requested a slip.  For those 
who don't know, our priority for slips is as follows: 

1. Current slip holder who must move due to 

changes in the piers or construction work 

2. Current slip holder who is in a temporary slip, 

awaiting a larger one or different pier 

3. Wait list for a slip that fits your boat, first 

come basis 

4. Wait list of a specific slip/pier (You will 

always be offered #3 first) 

We try very hard to accommodate as many people as 
possible.  We tend to have 100% of the slips rented 
each year. If you have any questions or want to 
volunteer, please send me an email. 
 
Happy Spring, 
Eric 
Harbormaster/Piers and Harbors Chair 

 
 

Meeting Minutes on OHCA Website 
 
 Not able to attend the last community 
meeting?  Interested to know what the Board is 
addressing at its monthly meetings?  Official minutes 
from both the community meetings and Board 
meetings are posted on the OHCA website after they 
are approved.  Visit www.oysterharbor.org, and 
select the “Documents and Archives” tab. 
 

 
OHCA Car Stickers 
 

Show your Oyster Harbor community 
pride by displaying an OHCA decal 
on your vehicle. Decals were 
provided to each resident by mail 

late last year. The decals are non-permanent and 
should be placed in the lower left hand side of rear 
window. They serve a few important purposes: 
 

 To help maintain security at our community 

beaches and piers by alerting security guards 

to community vs. non-community cars. 

http://www.oysterharbor.org/damage-report-form/
http://www.oysterharbor.org/
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 To help Block Captains monitor community 

parking lots and alert residents if cars need 

to be moved. 

 To show the rest of Annapolis our Oyster 

Harbor community pride!  

If you did not receive a sticker, contact Nick Jones at 
410-280-8999 or manager@oysterharbor.org.  

 

 
Stay Connected in OHCA 
 
No matter how you like to receive your information, 
there are many ways to connect with the latest OHCA 
news, discussions, & updates including: 
 
 

 Community Meetings 
General community meetings are held on the 
fourth Tuesday of certain months from 7:30 - 
9 pm at St. Anne’s Day School, right down 
the street from Oyster Harbor. The meetings 
review community business and provide 
opportunities for residents to cast their votes 
on specific initiatives. Meetings will be held 
on the following months in 2015: January, 
March, April, May, September, and 
November. 
 

 Quarterly Newsletters 
Hard copy newsletters mailed to residents on 
a seasonal quarterly basis on March 1, June 
1, September 1, and December 1. 
 

 Have You Liked Us on Facebook? 
Are you a Facebook user?  If so, like the 
Oyster Harbor Community page and see 
what is going on, recommendations from 
neighbors, items for sale, items needed, lost 
pets, and event happenings, among other 
things.  Another great source of information!  
 

 Are You Getting the OHCA Email Blasts? 
If not, you should be!  Keep up to date on 
what is going on in OHCA and in the 
community.  Visit the OHCA website at 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/ and click the 
link from the homepage to sign-up.  Don’t 
miss out on another fun event or important 
information ever again! 
 

 OHCA New Website  
If you haven’t checked it out yet, visit 
www.oysterharbor.org.  We have a new 
website that we think will be easy to navigate 

and provide the information that you need.  
We are constantly making updates and 
tweaking things, so if there is something you 
would like to see or a piece of information 
you don’t see, please e-mail Nick Jones at 
manager@oysterharbor.org and we’ll see 
what we can do to add it. 

 

 
OHCA Leadership 
For contact information, visit: 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/board-and-officers/ 

 
Board of Directors 
Calvin Kidd, Chair 
Bob Eyster, Vice Chair 
Winston Dunkley 
David Ginsburg 
Joe Matta 
Kathleen Peddigree 
Nancy Plaxico 
Kathy Shaffer 
 
 
Officers 
President: Eric Epstein 
Vice President: Kathy Burk 
Recording Secretary: Lisette Groen 
Corresponding Secretary: Joan Shifflett 
Association Treasurer: Naomi Perry 
Financial Secretary: Hank Lobe 
Special Tax Treasurer: Patty Jenkins 
 
 
Committee Chairs 
Audit: Hank Lobe 
Beaches: Dan Craig 
Benevolence: Winston & Carolyn Dunkley 
Community Property: Bob Eyster 
Compliance: Linda Nivens-Epps 
Green Committee: Kim Boris 
Piers & Harbors: Eric Epstein 
Reclamation: TBD 
Roads: Kathy Burk 
Security: Kathleen Peddigree 
Social Committee: Bonnie Harrison & Lauren  
 Swinney 
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Oyster Harbor Beach Facility 
Reservations for 2015 
(As of February 22) 
 

Friday, March 20 
OHCA ANNUAL SOCK 

BURNING 
6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

 
Thursday, June 4 

Hill-Larson Happy Hour for 
20 

5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
410-279-2412 

 
Friday, June 5 

Cohen Reception for 16 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
410-903-3647 

 
 

Saturday, June 7 
OHCA BEACH OPENING 

PARTY 
& PIG ROAST 

12 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
 
 

Saturday, June 13 
Bowman Church Picnic for 

50 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

410-280-2312 
 

Saturday, July 4 
Gilliam Birthday Party for 

15 
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

410-620-6760 
 

Saturday, July 11 
Porter Birthday Party for 50 

12 noon to 5 p.m. 
410-688-1711 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, July 18 

Bowman Birthday Party for 
50 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
410-280-2312 

 
Saturday, July 25 

OHCA SUMMER BLOCK 
PARTY 

4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

Saturday, August 8 
Bowman Birthday Party for 

50 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

410-280-2312 
 

Saturday, August 15 
OHCA SUMMER BEACH 

CONCERT 
2 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 
Saturday, August 22 

Shifflett Beach Party for 50 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
703-677-6850 

 
Saturday, September 5 
Lamb Engagement Party 

for 50 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
202-365-7468 

 
Saturday, October 24 

OHCA HAUNTED BEACH 
PARTY 

5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 13 
OHCA SANTA RUN 

& COMMUNITY 
CAROLING 

2 p.m. to 9 p.m.                                                                 
 
**Go to OHCA’s website, www.oysterharbor.org, 
to make reservations.

http://www.oysterharbor.org/
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OHCA’S BEACH, PIER, AND SWIM AREA – INCLUDING GAZEBOS – 
ARE CLOSED FROM MIDNIGHT UNTIL DAWN EVERY NIGHT OF THE WEEK. 

OHCA is glad you want to use the community beach for your family gathering and hope you have a good event.  Please 
remember that reservations apply only to the gazebos, BBQs, and tables, not to the beach itself or pier, which remain 
open to all OHCA residents between dawn and midnight.  Book your small (<50) quiet party and check on existing 
reservations at OHCA’s website, www.oysterharbor.org. 
 
Please ensure that your guests do not block mailboxes or park illegally on community streets, swales, or private 
property — including driveways and the empty double-lot across the street.  Park only on the apron along the Bay side 
of Shore Drive between Ellis and where the beach fence ends, and display your OHCA decal.  Remember: there is no 
street parking in Oyster Harbor except on the apron along the beach side of Shore Drive.  OHCA can and will tow 
illegally parked cars.  Direct over-flow parking to the boat ramp or the community lot at Harbor Road and Creek Drive. 
 
Please help us keep our beach clean for everyone’s enjoyment by picking up all your trash, bagging it, and putting 
recyclables into containers.  Take trash back to your house if possible, especially if bins are already full (during the 
summer we add a Friday pickup to the regular Sunday sweep.)  Please remind your guests to put their cigarette butts 
into the special receptacles or trash containers — do not leave them in the sand or gazebos.  Check for personal 
belongings and try to leave the beach in better shape than you found it.  If you notice any problems or broken 
equipment, please report them to OHCA’s Community Manager (Nick Jones, 410-280-8999). 
 
Swim at your own risk—there is no lifeguard.  Keep your children and rafts away from the jellyfish net float lines and 
pilings (which have splinters, nails, and critters).  Do not swim in the boat channel nor dive from the pier or bulkheads. 
 
A port-a-potty is located at the beach gate from early May until late October.  Please help keep it sanitary and report 
any problems directly to the vendor, whose phone number appears on side of unit, or the Community Manager. 
 
OHCA gets its beach water tested for bacteria (Enterococci) each summer by the County’s Department of Health 
(DoH) and Anne Arundel Community College’s Operation Clearwater (AACC).  The EPA considers bacteria levels 
below 105 safe for swimming.  In 2014, Oyster Harbor had weekly readings from AACC ranging from 2 to 62 between 
May 22 and August 20, with three outliers of 120 on June 11, 456 on July 16, and 150 on August 6, likely due to goose 
droppings and/or heavy rain.  The County Department of Health’s biweekly readings during the same period ranged 
from 1 to 40 and did not duplicate any of AACC’s high readings; no health warnings were issued.  Note that DoH has a 
standing 48-hour “no swim” advisory after any rainfall of 1/2 inch or more because heavy rain flushes organic waste into 
the water. 
 

IF YOU SEE GEESE ON OHCA’S BEACH, CHASE THEM AWAY: 
THEY ACCOUNT FOR MUCH OF THE BACTERIA IN OUR WATER. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Oyster Harbor Community Association 
PO Box 3174 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be. 
 

All of us can recycle. More. 
 
Oyster Harbor resident Robb Fish, a recycling program specialist at Anne Arundel County Waste 
Management Services, has written us an article all about recycling. See it on our website: 
www.oysterharbor.org/recycle.html 
 
Recent surveys at the landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. 
Recycling makes good environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, 
reduce pollution, save money and take better care of our environment. 
 
You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing it in the recycling 
container or throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work and on the go. 
 

Make the right decision: Recycle! 

 
PS – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online. 
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