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Summer 2015

President’s Report 
President: Eric Epstein  
 

The pig roast and beach opening party brought 
out over 200 residents to our beach on June 7th. I think this 
is a record turnout for our Community! 

There is a lot of background history to the event 
that I think is worth sharing.  For many years, the 
Community held a fairly informal beach opening event each 
Memorial Day.  This was typically a pig roast, where the pig 
was either buried in the sand, cooked on a large temporary 
grill, or roasted on a spit.   Some people in the 
neighborhood remember this event happening as far back 
as the late 1950’s.  In all cases, the pig was cooked 
overnight on the beach and a small contingent kept watch 
over it, replete with libations. 

The goal for this event was to recreate some of 
that tradition.  Preparation started weeks in advance and 
the volunteers who pulled this off did an incredible job! A 
number of Community residents came by during the night 
the pig was cooked, and some stayed until about 3am, 
when the pig was finally left to cook on its own. At 8am, I 
checked the pig and the sand it was buried in was still very 
hot.  The pig was pulled out about 11am, and cleaned for 
the party. It was delicious! 

I think the volunteers had quite a good time pulling 
everything together. I can tell you first-hand that they put a 
huge amount of work into the event. Their efforts not only 
made for a great party, but they also kept the party costs 
down so low, that I doubt we could have purchased hot 
dogs and hamburgers for the same price. 

Not to be outdone by the first event, our Social 
Committee is looking to have more events this 
year.  Crabs, Oysters, and Chili are on the list, along with 
music and beach volleyball. The Friday night happy hours 
have also been a hit. Our Social Committee has arranged 
for a food truck for several Fridays. Please check the social 
events calendar for dates and themes. 

I’d like to give special thanks to everyone who 
worked together to make this event happen, and who are 
working on the next ones! You have made Oyster Harbor 
an even better place to live. 

This year has been a good year for Community 
maintenance.  We have successfully completed a number 
of repairs to Community property.  More work on the piers 
is underway at Fishing Creek. 

You may notice some young people walking the 
neighborhood taking photos.  We are in the midst of 
performing a Community Condition Assessment. This is a 
survey of every property easement, and all Community 
property to determine the condition and timing for future 
maintenance.  The surveyors are young people in our 
Community who wanted to learn about how we plan for 
maintenance.  We have a civil engineering intern who is 
leading this, and in late June or early July he will be 
surveying Washington Drive for low areas affected by  

 

 
flooding and teaching a couple of our young residents how 
surveying is done. 

On the note of young people, I would like to 
welcome Pam Demske as our new Kids’ Activities 
Committee Chair.  We look forward to her ideas and 
guidance for events for the children in the Community. 

We are also looking into having one of our own 
residents, Tom Cagle, teach a boating safety class on the 
beach. This class would provide the necessary certification 
for Maryland residents born after 1972 to operate a boat on 
Maryland waters. If you are interested in possibly attending, 
please email Nick (manager@oysterharbor.org) so we can 
gauge the interest level. The course is open to residents 12 
years old and above, and will have a fee associated with it. 

This summer, I’d like to remind everyone of 
three things: 1) Please drive safely as children will be out 
of school soon, and our Community has many more young 
children in it than last year. 2) Please boat safely and watch 
out for kayaks and small craft. We have a significant 
increase in paddle boards and kayaks in the Community.  
3) Check our Facebook page, website, and beach bulletin 
board for Community events. 

We wish everyone in Oyster Harbor a safe and 
happy summer! 

 
 
 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oyster Harbor Citizens Association 
PO Box 3174 

Annapolis, MD 21403 
410-280-8999 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 
8 am – 2 pm 
 
Newsletter: 
Calvin Kidd, Chairman of the Board 
Eric Epstein, President, OHCA 
Joan Shifflett, Editor 
 
Direct comments to Nick Jones: 
manager@oysterharbor.org 
 
Contents of this newsletter posted on the 
OHCA website: www.oyseterharbor.org 
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Save the Date 
Tuesday, June 23, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
June Association Meeting 
The Beach 
 
Social Committee  
Committee Co-Chairs: Bonnie Harrison & Lauren 
Swinney 
 

We have a broad range of activities planned 
for the Community for the rest of the year. We are 
trying to cover a variety of options to appeal to as 
many people as possible. 

 
2015 Oyster Harbor 

Social Events Calendar 
Recurring Events  
(June 1st to Sept 30th 2015) 

Yappy Hour* 
Thursdays at Fishing Creek Park from 5:30pm to 
8pm.  Bring your dog(s), so you and they can 
socialize in the park (and on the water for water 
dogs). 

Happy Hour 
Fridays at the Beach from 5:30pm to 8pm. Bring a 
drink, a snack, or whatever you’d like and socialize 
with friends.  Open to all ages, but no pets on the 
beach please. 

 

Community Group Exercise 
We are working on building an exercise Circuit 
Course through the Community.  Once things are in 
place, we will plan dates and times for group 
exercise. 

Planned Events Calendar  
(June to December 2015) 

Community Block Party 
7/25 Block Party at Fishing Creek, Beach and 
Playground  
More details will be provided as we get closer to the 
event. 

Summer Concert on the Beach 
8/15 Summer Concert at the Beach 
More details will be provided as we get closer to the 
event. 
 

 

Oyster Roast 
9/26 at Fishing Creek Park 
Following last year’s big success, we are planning 
our second Oyster Roast at Fishing Creek Park to 
celebrate the coming of Autumn.  We will be catering 
pulled pork and other food, along with raw and 
roasted oysters. Drinks are also provided.  Residents 
are asked to bring a small side dish or dessert to 
share. More details will be provided as we get closer 
to the event. 

Haunted Beach Party 
10/24 Haunted Beach Party at the Beach 
More details will be provided as we get closer to the 
event. 

Chili Cook Off and Bonfire 
11/7 Chili cook-off and Bonfire at Fishing Creek 
This will be our first Chili Cook Off. More details will 
be provided as we get closer to the event.  

Santa Run/Caroling 
12/13 Santa Run/Caroling at the Beach 
More details will be provided as we get closer to the 
event. 

Holiday Light Contest 
12/27 Holiday Light Contest 
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Some notes on Community Events 
 

All Community events are free to residents of 
the Community.  You may bring guests, but we ask 
that you limit the number as food, drink, and space 
are planned for Residents only. Use of any 
Community property, whether during an event or at 
any other time, is at your own risk.  We do not 
maintain life guards or safety staff at any location.  

Parents are responsible for the safety and 
actions of their children. We ask that everyone work 
to keep safe in their activities in the Community. 
While alcohol consumption is not restricted on 
Community Property, Oyster Harbor does not 
endorse and encourage its use. Please limit smoking 
away from other people and use proper receptacles 
for disposal.  Please recycle and put trash in proper 
containers. 

All events are outdoors and will occur 
“weather permitting.”  Rain dates may be possible 
and if so, will be posted on the website at: 
www.Oysterharbor.org. Please dress appropriately 
for the weather. 
 
* The Fishing Creek park, behind the ropes is a 
designated a dog play area.  Dogs may be off leases 
in that area only.  The following rules apply for off-
leash dogs: Dogs should be up-to-date on all 
immunizations, be known to be social with other 
dogs, and be obedient to their masters’ call. If you 
are not sure if you dog will behave well in this 
environment, please take your dog to the dog park at 
Quiet Waters Park Dog Park and acquaint your dog 
to this type of environment. Oyster Harbor is 
supplying this play area at the request of 
residents.  The Community is in no way responsible 
for human or animal behavior, conflicts, or 
disobedient dogs. 
 
Piers & Harbors 
Committee Chairperson: Eric Epstein 
 
OHCA Piers 2015 Update 

Anyone notice the unending Southerly winds 
over the past five weeks?  In my last few years as 
Piers and Harbors Chair, I don’t recall a period with 
this much constant wind from the south. Boats in 
Fishing Creek have been getting the brunt of the 
winds, but so far we have had no damage associated 
with the wind. 

 

 
          Almost everyone renewed their slip contracts 
this year.  We had a few come open, and offered 
them to the next boats on the wait list. I have not 
checked who hasn't paid as of June 1. We will do that 
in the next week or two and get notices out to those 
who haven't paid. 
          Projects this Spring were mostly repairing 
boards and fixing some electrical problems. The 
Pumpout is not working correctly and I hope to have 
that fixed this month. Increased dock boards and 
more work is planned for Fishing Creek pier. 
          Once the winds clam down, there should be 
lots of kayakers and stand-up paddle boarders on the 
water, so please be careful.  

 
 
          For those who are planning to purchase a 
paddleboard (SUP), please note that Maryland 
requires a life jacket on or with you.  The fine is $90 
plus fees.  So don't forget your life jacket! 
          Fishing and crabbing have been pretty 
slow.  Hopefully that will change as the weather gets 
nicer. 
 

 
 
 
          There isn't much more to update the 
Community on as far as the piers, slips, and docks 
are concerned. 
         We wish everyone a safe and fine boating 
season! 
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Beach Committee 
 Committee Chairperson: Daniel Craig 
 

Use of the community beach hit an all-time 
high this year, with residents booking 40 reservations 
as of late May for beach facilities in 2015.  The port-
a-potty has returned for the summer and is located by 
the pumping station instead of the beach gate until 
late October.  Our President, Eric, has been busy 
with improvements to the beach entrance and is 
master-minding a new enclosure for the port-a-potty. 

Heavy use of the beach raises three 
perennial issues: trash, parking, and noise.  Action by 
OHCA’s Board of Directors to limit the size of beach 
facility reservations (no more than 50 people, no 
more than 6 hours per event with an hour allowed at 
either end for set up and take-down) have worked to 
address many of the parking problems, but please 
make sure your guests park ONLY along the Eastern 
side of Shore, the Booker Street pier parking lot, the 
boat ramp on Washington, or the community lot 
across Arundel on the Bay at Harbor and Creek.  
OHCA can and will tow illegally parked cars, 
especially if they block people’s driveways and 
mailboxes or impede the flow of traffic and 
emergency vehicles. 

OHCA’s decision to expand beach trash 
collection (Friday as well as Sunday afternoon in 
addition to our weekly beach/sea lettuce raking) has 
helped eliminate garbage issues, but we still 
encourage residents to thoroughly clean up after their 
parties, especially since we have several days with 
back-to-back bookings where there will be two events 
per day, up to five events per weekend.  Please 
provide recycle bins from your homes if possible and 
take recyclables back with you to avoid guests and 
OHCA’s trash collectors mixing bottles and cans with 
wet trash.  

 

 
 

Excessive noise at beach parties has 
reemerged as an issue this year: the problem is 
amplified music, especially when a DJ sets up 
speakers in the gazebos and plays selections that 
are profane, obscene, or loud enough to be heard 
several blocks away.  After several complaints in 

May, and ten years of intermittent problems with this 
issue, the beach committee is petitioning the Board 
this summer to pass a new rule barring the use of 
DJs and amplified music on OHCA’s beach except 
for community-sponsored concerts.  If you have 
opinions on the subject, please contact your board 
members or go to a community meeting to express 
your views.  

 

 
 
 
OHCA gets its beach water tested for 

bacteria (Enterococci) each summer by the County’s 
Department of Health (DoH) and Anne Arundel 
Community College’s Operation Clearwater (AACC).  
The EPA considers bacteria levels below 105 safe for 
swimming.  As of June 1, Oyster Harbor had readings 
of 2 on May 14 (DoH), 328 on May 21 (AACC), 16 
(AACC) and 2 (DoH) on May 27.  AACC Operation 
Clearwater has generated some high numbers over 
the past ten years, often due to the presence of 
goose droppings and sea lettuce along the shoreline 
where they sample the water.  DoH apparently 
samples in deeper water and has not issued any 
health warnings for our beach.  Anne Arundel County 
has a standing 48-hour “no swim” advisory after any 
rainfall of one-half inch or more because heavy rain 
flushes organic waste into the water.  

 

 
 
Thank you all for your help keeping our 

community beach in tip-top shape, and have an 
enjoyable swimming season. 
 
Dan Craig 
3301 Shore Drive 
(H) 410-268-7929, (C) 202-420-8481 
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Kids’ Activities Committee 
Committee Chairperson: Pam Demske 
 

We are excited to announce a new group 
here in Oyster Harbor!  Our Kids’ Activities 
Committee is brimming with ideas and we’re looking 
forward to getting out of school and out and about in 
our community.  The more our kids can connect and 
enjoy each other, the more we can all enjoy our 
community! 

We have many new things on the horizon 
with our OHCA Kids' Club! OH's very own Zoe Gross 
will be maintaining our kids’ blog; we will also use this 
space to update fun activities happening for kids in 
the community.  

 

 
 

We will be hosting kids’ beach days and play 
dates, debuting the new water trampoline at Fishing 
Creek, and introducing kid-sized exercise stations in 
the new circuit course.  We hope to provide fun ideas 
for you and all of our families here in Oyster Harbor!  
 
Pam Demske 
443-433-2128 (Call if you have any questions!) 
 
 
Green Committee 
Committee Chairperson: Kim Boris 
 

Last summer, our large swale projects finally 
went into the ground.  Again, thank you to those who 
came out to help plant with us!  We’re happy that 
many plants made it through the hot summer and 
cold winter.   

The purpose of the plants is to help filter the 
water before it makes its way to Fishing Creek and 
Oyster Creek; therefore helping to make the water 
cleaner when it enters the waterways.   

 
Please remind your children to look but not to 

pull out the plants.  Our community has spent a lot of 
money to fix the swales so that they function better.  

USEFUL COMMUNITY BEACH 
REMINDERS: 

 
IF YOU SEE GEESE ON OHCA’S BEACH, 

PLEASE CHASE THEM AWAY: THEY 
ACCOUNT FOR MUCH OF THE 

BACTERIA IN OUR WATER. 
 

REPLACEMENT KEYS TO THE BEACH 
GATE ARE AVAILABLE FROM OHCA’S 
COMMUNITY MANAGER NICK JONES, 

410-280-8999. 
 

SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK—THERE IS 
NO LIFEGUARD. 

 
NO PETS ON OHCA’S BEACH AT ANY 

TIME. 
 

KEEP YOUR CHILDREN AND RAFTS 
AWAY FROM THE JELLYFISH NET 

FLOAT LINES AND PILINGS (WHICH 
HAVE SPLINTERS, NAILS, AND 

CRITTERS). 
 

THERE IS NO STREET PARKING IN 
OYSTER HARBOR EXCEPT ALONG THE 

EASTERN SIDE OF SHORE DRIVE.  
OHCA CAN AND WILL TOW ILLEGALLY 

PARKED CARS. 
 

OHCA’S BEACH, PIER, AND SWIM AREA 
– INCLUDING GAZEBOS – ARE CLOSED 
FROM MIDNIGHT UNTIL DAWN EVERY 

NIGHT OF THE WEEK. 
 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 
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Refrain from parking on plants.  Please inform your 
guests that there are several parking lots to utilize. 
Thank you for your help with preserving our swales! 

Mosquito season is upon us!  Mosquitos lay 
their eggs anywhere there is standing water including 
clogged gutters.  So keep gutters clean, empty 
containers that are lying around, and consider getting 
a water wiggler for your birdbath to help minimize the 
problem. 
 
 
 
Mosquito Control Program 

 
The 2015 Mosquito Control Program will 

begin with technician training on May 27, 2015 - 
June 10, 2015. During the training period our 
community might not be sprayed. Any training 
involving spraying will only be done on our 
community's assigned service night. (See below) 
  

Regular season activity will begin by 
Thursday, June 11, 2015 and continue into 
September, and possibly October. Oyster Harbor 
will receive service on Monday nights anytime 
between 7:00 pm and 2:30 am. 
  

Please note: Individual residents do have 
the right to request to opt-out of the mosquito 
control program. If granted, your owned or leased 
real property and a surrounding buffer of up to 300 
feet on all sides of the property would be excluded 
from ground based ULV adult mosquito control.  
 

For more information on the 2015 Mosquito 
Control Program or on how to opt-out please contact 
us at manager@oysterharbor.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nick Jones 
Community Manager 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes on OHCA Website 
 
 Not able to attend the last community 
meeting?  Interested to know what the Board is 
addressing at its monthly meetings?  Official minutes 
from both the community meetings and Board 
meetings are posted on the OHCA website after they 
are approved.  Visit www.oysterharbor.org, and 
select the “Documents and Archives” tab. 
 
 
 
OHCA Car Stickers 
 

Show your Oyster Harbor community 
pride by displaying an OHCA decal 
on your vehicle. Decals were 
provided to each resident by mail 

late last year. The decals are non-permanent and 
should be placed in the lower left hand side of rear 
window. They serve a few important purposes: 
 

• To help maintain security at our community 
beaches and piers by alerting security guards 
to community vs. non-community cars. 

• To help Block Captains monitor community 
parking lots and alert residents if cars need 
to be moved. 

• To show the rest of Annapolis our Oyster 
Harbor community pride!  

If you did not receive a sticker, contact Nick Jones at 
410-280-8999 or manager@oysterharbor.org.  
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Stay Connected in OHCA 
 

No matter how you like to receive your 
information, there are many ways to connect with the 
latest OHCA news, discussions, & updates including: 
 
 

• Community Meetings 
General community meetings held on the 
fourth Tuesday of certain months from 7:30 - 
9 pm at St. Anne’s Day School, right down 
the street from Oyster Harbor. The meetings 
review community business and provide 
opportunities for residents to cast their votes 
on specific initiatives. Meetings will be held 
on the following months in 2015: January, 
February, March, April, May, September, and 
November. 
 

• Quarterly Newsletters 
Hard copy newsletters mailed to residents on 
a seasonal quarterly basis on March 1, June 
1, September 1, and December 1. 
 

• Have You Liked Us on Facebook? 
Are you a Facebook user?  If so, like the 
Oyster Harbor Community page and see 
what is going on, recommendations from 
neighbors, items for sale, items needed, lost 
pets, and event happenings, among other 
things.  Another great source of information!  
 

• Are You Getting the OHCA Email Blasts? 
If not, you should be!  Keep up to date on 
what is going on in OHCA and in the 
community.  Visit the OHCA website at 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/ and click the 
link from the homepage to sign-up.  Don’t 
miss out on another fun event or important 
information ever again! 
 

• OHCA New Website  
If you haven’t checked it out yet, visit 
www.oysterharbor.org.  We have a new 
website that we think will be easy to navigate 
and provide the information that you need.  
We are constantly making updates and 
tweaking things, so if there is something you 
would like to see or a piece of information 
you don’t see, please e-mail Nick Jones at 
manager@oysterharbor.org and we’ll see 
what we can do to add it. 

 

 
 

OHCA Leadership 
For contact information, visit: 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/board-and-officers/ 
 
Board of Directors 
Calvin Kidd, Chair 
Bob Eyster, Vice Chair 
Winston Dunkley 
David Ginsburg 
Joe Matta 
Nancy Plaxico 
Tod Schneider 
Kathy Shaffer 
 
 
Officers 
President: Eric Epstein 
Vice President: Kathy Burk 
Recording Secretary: Lisette Groen 
Corresponding Secretary: Joan Shifflett 
Association Treasurer: Naomi Perry 
Financial Secretary: Hank Lobe 
Special Tax Treasurer: Patty Jenkins 
 
 
Committee Chairpersons 
Audit: Hank Lobe 
Beaches: Dan Craig 
Benevolence: Winston & Carolyn Dunkley 
Community Property: Bob Eyster 
Compliance: Linda Nivens-Epps 
Green Committee: Kim Boris 
Kids’ Activities: Pam Demske 
Piers & Harbors: Eric Epstein 
Reclamation: TBD 
Roads: Kathy Burk 
Security: Kathleen Peddigree 
Social Committee: Bonnie Harrison &  

       Lauren Swinney 
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Our Community 

Oyster Harbor is a private community on the 
Annapolis Neck peninsula, just outside of Annapolis, 
Maryland, in Anne Arundel County. With a 
spectacular view of the Chesapeake Bay, it was 
incorporated in the 1950s and most of the original 
owners were African American families. 

Our 400+ homes on 10 roads represent 
many styles of architecture. Many of the original 
homes are beach bungalows. Some of the newer 
homes are raised high on pilings as a precaution 
against the high tides of storms given the low lying 
nature of this peninsula. 

 
 

 
 
 

Our residents are of all races and ages and 
we have a unique sense of community.  The majority 
of residents are year-round, with a handful of 
weekenders and summer vacationers. Neighbors 
come together in time of need to help one another. 

The entrance to Oyster Harbor is at Arundel-
on-the-Bay and Thomas Point Roads. The 
community is accessible from the Chesapeake Bay 
from two sides: 1) by way of an inlet into Oyster 
Creek that is marked with navigational aids in the 
summertime, and 2) via Fishing Creek, just south of 
the Oyster Creek inlet. See NOAA chart 12293. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
We share Oyster Creek with the communities 

of Bay Highlands and Venice Beach and the village 
of Highland Beach. We share Fishing Creek with the 
communities of Arundel-on-the-Bay, Fishing Creek 
Farms, and Gordon Cove. The iconic Thomas Point 
Lighthouse can be seen from the Oyster Harbor 
shoreline and its fog horn can be heard on misty 
days. 

Our community has two marinas open to 
residents, one on Oyster Creek and the other on 
Fishing Creek. The Oyster Creek has a boat holding 
tank pumpout that is free and open to the public. We 
also have a boat ramp on Oyster Creek, and a fishing 
pier along the inlet into Oyster Creek, all open to 
residents. 

As a private community that is a special 
taxing district, we maintain our own roads. Most of 
our homes draw their water from individual wells. 
Most have county sewage service.  Oyster Harbor is 
very family-friendly with 2 playgrounds located at the 
community beach and on the Harbor lot. 
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Oyster Harbor Beach Facility 
Reservations for 2015 
(As of May 30) 
 

Friday, June 12 
May End-of-School Year Party 

for 45 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
443-223-8685 

 
 

Saturday, June 13 
Bowman Church Picnic for 50 

10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
410-280-2312 

 
 

Sunday, June 14:   
TWO EVENTS 

Lozano Birthday Party for 20 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
916-708-0083 

 
Epstein Birthday Party for 20 

4 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
410-575-4901 

 
 

Friday, June 19 
Banks’ Yoga Night for 10 

7 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
703-979-5929 

 
 

Saturday, June 20 
Pacifico Beach Party for 20 

12 noon – 5 p.m. 
814-571-0990 

 
 

Saturday, June 27 
Dobson Birthday Party for 25 

2 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
443-699-3468 

 
 

Sunday, June 28:  
TWO EVENTS 

Connolly Lunch for 25 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
410-268-2465 

 
Sunday, June 28: continued 
Browne Birthday Party for 25 

1 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
410-961-1273 

 
Saturday, July 4 

Gilliam Birthday Party for 15 
4 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
410-620-6760 

 
 

Sunday, July 5 
Cooper Birthday Party for 40 

12 noon – 8 p.m. 
301-261-1957 

 
 

Saturday, July 11 
Porter Birthday Party for 50 

12 noon – 5 p.m. 
410-688-1711 

 
 

Sunday, July 12 
Conrad Birthday Party for 35 

1 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
410-271-8946 

 
 

Saturday, July 18 
Bowman Birthday Party for 50 

10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
410-280-2312 

 
 

Saturday, July 25 
OHCA SUMMER BLOCK 

PARTY 
4 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

 
 

Saturday, August 1 
Craig Birthday Party for 25 

2 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
410-268-7929 

 
 

Sunday, August 2 
Henson/Hill Birthday Party for 50 

1 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
410-267-0134 

 
 

Saturday, August 8 
Dobson Birthday Party for 50 

4 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
410-703-3686 
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Saturday, August 15 
OHCA SUMMER BEACH 

CONCERT 
2 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

 
 
Saturday, August 22 

Shifflett Beach Party for 50 
2 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
703-677-6850 

 
 

Saturday, August 29 
Swinney Family Reunion for 50 

1 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
301-274-6413 

 
 

Saturday, September 5 
Lamb Engagement Party for 50 

2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
202-365-7468 

 
 

Thursday, September 10 
Groen Birthday Party for 40 

5 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
410-280-3365 

 
 

Saturday, October 24 
OHCA HAUNTED BEACH 

PARTY 
5 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

 
 

Sunday, December 13 
OHCA SANTA RUN 

& COMMUNITY CAROLING 
2 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 

**Go to OHCA’s website, 
www.oysterharbor.org, to make 

reservations. 
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OHCA’S BEACH, PIER, AND SWIM AREA – INCLUDING GAZEBOS – 
ARE CLOSED FROM MIDNIGHT UNTIL DAWN EVERY NIGHT OF THE WEEK. 

 
OHCA is glad you want to use the community beach for your family gathering and hope you have a 
good event.  Please remember that reservations apply only to the gazebos, BBQs, and tables, not 
to the beach itself or pier, which remain open to all OHCA residents between dawn and midnight.  
Book your small (<50) quiet party and check on existing reservations at OHCA’s website, 
www.oysterharbor.org. 
 
Please ensure that your guests do not block mailboxes or park illegally on community streets, 
swales, or private property — including driveways and the empty double-lot across the street.  Park 
only on the apron along the Bay side of Shore Drive between Ellis and where the beach fence ends, 
and display your OHCA decal.  Remember: there is no street parking in Oyster Harbor 
except on the east side of Shore Drive.  OHCA can and will tow illegally parked cars.  Direct 
over-flow parking to the Booker pier lot, boat ramp, or the community lot at Harbor and Creek. 
 
Please help us keep our beach clean for everyone’s enjoyment by picking up all your trash, bagging 
it, and putting recyclables into containers.  Take trash back to your house if possible, especially if 
bins are already full (during the summer we add a Friday pickup to the regular Sunday sweep.)  
Please remind your guests to put their cigarette butts into the special receptacles or trash 
containers — do not leave them in the sand or gazebos.  Check for personal belongings and try to 
leave the beach in better shape than you found it.  If you notice any problems or broken 
equipment, please report them to OHCA’s Community Manager (Nick Jones, 410-280-8999). 
 
Swim at your own risk—there is no lifeguard.  Keep your children and rafts away from the 
jellyfish net float lines and pilings (which have splinters, nails, and critters).  Do not swim in the 
boat channel nor dive from the pier or bulkheads. 
 
A port-a-potty is located at the pumping station from early May until late October.  Please help 
keep it sanitary and report any problems directly to GOTUGO, whose phone number appears on 
side of unit, or the Community Manager. 
 
OHCA gets its beach water tested for bacteria (Enterococci) each summer by the County’s 
Department of Health (DoH) and Anne Arundel Community College’s Operation Clearwater (AACC).  
The EPA considers bacteria levels below 105 safe for swimming.  In 2015, Oyster Harbor had 
readings of 2 on May 14 (DoH), 328 on May 21 (AACC), 16 (AACC) and 2 (DoH) on May 27.  AACC 
Operation Clearwater has historically generated some high numbers, often due to the presence of 
goose droppings and seaweed along the shoreline where they sample the water.  DoH tends to 
sample in deeper water and has not issued any health warnings for our beach.  Anne Arundel 
County has a standing 48-hour “no swim” advisory after any rainfall of one-half inch or more 
because heavy rain flushes organic waste into the water. 
 

IF YOU SEE GEESE ON OHCA’S BEACH, CHASE THEM AWAY: 
THEY ACCOUNT FOR MUCH OF THE BACTERIA IN OUR WATER. 
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Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be. 
 

All of us can recycle. More. 
 
Oyster Harbor resident Robb Fish, a recycling program specialist at Anne Arundel County Waste 
Management Services, has written us an article all about recycling. See it on our website: 
www.oysterharbor.org/recycle.html 
 
Recent surveys at the landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. 
Recycling makes good environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, 
reduce pollution, save money and take better care of our environment. 
 
You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing it in the recycling 
container or throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work and on the go. 
 

Make the right decision: Recycle! 
 
PS – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online. 
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